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SUBJECT: THE GUARDIAN ARTICLE ON RHODESIA 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY JONATHAN STEELE, DATELINED 
WASHINGTON, MARCH 8, APPEARED IN THE MARCH 9 ISSUE OF 
"THE GUARDIAN". 

BEGIN TEXT: MR. CALLAGHAN WILL FLY TO WASHINGTON TOMORROW 
FOR TALKS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF 
INCREASED BRITISH AND AMERICAN PESSIMISM ABOUT AN EARLY 
RESOLUTION OF THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 

US INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS ADMIT THAT MR. SMITH IS 
HOLDING OUT BETTER THAN EXPECTED IN THE GUERRILLA WAR. 

THEY HAVE NOW INCREASED THEIR ESTIMATES OF THE LIKELY 
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TURNING POINT ON THE BATTLEFIELD FROM SOME TIME THIS YEAR 
TO AT LEAST ANOTHER TWO OR THREE YEARS HENCE. 

AT THE SAME TIME, UNDER THE NEW JOINT ANGLO-AMERICAN 
APPROACH, THE DIPLOMATIC FOCUS HAS SHIFTED ITS PRIORITY 
TOWARDS THE RHODESIAN NATIONALISTS. THE HOPE IS THAT 
THEY CAN BE PERSUADED TO SINK THEIR MANY DIFFERENCES WHEN 
CONFRONTED BY BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES WITH THE 
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ARGUMENT THAT INDEPENDENCE WILL COME FASTER UNDER THE 
GENEVA FORMULA THAN THROUGH VICTORY IN THE FIELD. 

DURING LAST YEAR'S LONG WRANGLES ABOUT THE DATE OF 
INDEPENDENCE, THE NATIONALISTS ARGUED THAT THE PROPOSAL 
FOR MARCH 1, 1978, WAS TOO SLOW. NOW THE POSITION IN 
WASHINGTON IS THAT THIS IS BEGINNING TO LOOK UNREALISTIC- 
ALLY OPTIMISTIC. 

LAST WEEK MR. PHILIP HABIB, THE US UNDER SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, TOLD CONGRESS THAT THE 
GUERRILLA WAR IN RHODESIA WILL BE "PROTRACTED." THE 
ORIGINAL ESTIMATE LAST SEPTEMBER WHEN DR. KISSINGER PER- 
SUADED MR. SMITH TO ACCEPT THE FIVE-POINT PACKAGE WAS 
THAT IT WOULD GO ON FOR A YEAR OR TWO AT MOST. 

THE ESTIMATES HAVE SINCE BEEN STRETCHED. ONE ELEMENT 
WAS THE DISUNITY OR FRAGMENTATION ON THE NATIONALIST 
SIDE, MR. HABIB SAID. 

IN HIS TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT LATER THIS WEEK, MR. 
CALLAGHAN'S MAIN CONCERN ON SOUTHERN AFRICA WILL BE TO 
GET MR. CARTER'S PERSONAL REASSURANCE THAT FROM NOW ON 
THERE WILL BE COMPLETE ANGLO-AMERICAN COORDINATION. 
DURING THE GENEVA TALKS BOTH THE NATIONALIST SIDE AND 
THE WHITE RHODESIANS TRIED TO EXPLOIT DIFFERENCES BE- 
TWEEN WHITEHALL AND WASHINGTON, WITH THE BRITISH BEING 
PRESSED BY THE AFRICANS TO DEVELOP NEW AND MORE FAVORABLE 
TERMS FOR THEM, WHILE DR. KISSINGER WAS BEING ASKED BY 
MR. SMITH TO HOLD FIRM AGAINST COMMUNISM. 

THE AMERICANS HAVE NOW ACCEPTED THE BASIC BRITISH LINE 
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THAT THE ALLEGED COMMUNIST DANGER IS LARGELY A PROPAGANDA 
PLOY BY MR. SMITH. NEVERTHELESS, FROM NOW ON THE MAIN 
FOCUS WILL BE ON THE NATIONALISTS. THE RECENT TALKS HELD 
BY BRITAIN'S TOP RHODESIAN EXPERT SIR ANTONY DUFF IN 
WASHINGTON HAVE NOT LED TO ANY DRAMATIC NEW INITIATIVE. 

BUT IN TRYING TO RESHUFFLE THE PACK OF ORIGINAL PRO- 
POSALS THERE IS LIKELY TO BE MORE TALK NOW ABOUT THE NEED 
FOR ELECTIONS BEFORE INDEPENDENCE AND ABOUT THE SHAPE OF 
THE INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUTION. THESE IDEAS WERE GIVEN 
LITTLE EMPHASIS LAST YEAR. THE GENEVA TALKS DEALT MAINLY 
WITH THE NATURE OF THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT AND THE ACTUAL 
TRANSFER OF POWER. 

DIPLOMATIC SOURCES HERE RULE OUT ANOTHER SHUTTLE FOR 
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. DIPLOMATS IN THE VARIOUS AFRICAN 
CAPITALS WHERE THE NATIONALISTS HAVE THEIR HEADQUARTERS 
WILL BE PRESSING THEM TO AGREE ON A COMMON LINE. BY EM- 
PHASIZING THE NEED FOR ELECTIONS, THEY HOPE TO FORCE THE 
NATIONALISTS TO THINK MORE CONCRETELY ABOUT WHO REALLY RE 
PRESENTS ZIMBABWE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

THE STRESS ON ELECTIONS MAY ALSO QUIETEN SOME OF THE 
FEARS OF THE WHITE RHODESIANS AND THE SOUTH AFRICANS ABOUT 
THE KIND OF GOVERNMENT THAT WILL EMERGE. IT ALSO DE- 
LIBERATELY BLURS THE PUBLIC RELATIONS APPEAL OF MR. SMITH' 

TALK ABOUT AN "INTERNAL" POLITICAL SOLUTION RATHER THAN A 

GUERRILLA-IMPOSED TAKEOVER. END TEXT 

MILLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, MINISTERIAL VISITS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON04002 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770081-0631 
Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770378/aaaacquo.tel 

Line Count: 123 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 415f5ebb-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3163423 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE GUARDIAN ARTICLE ON RHODESIA 

TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK, (CARTER, JIMMY), (CALLAGHAN, JAMES) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/41 5f5ebb-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



